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Call for proposals
 2012 CTN Funding Opportunity

Deadline for submission: 11:59PM ET, March 9, 2012
Awards will be announced by April 30, 2012
Purpose: The CTN Funding Opportunity provides funds for small pilot or proof of concept studies that allow for the collection and analysis of sufficient data to determine if a larger randomized study is feasible. Projects can be from any of the CTN Research Core themes: Clinical Management Science, Vaccines & Immunotherapies, Prevention & Vulnerable Populations, and Co-infection & Concurrent Diseases. Of particular interest are projects investigating newly emerging research issues. 
Process: 
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* Call for proposals in mid-January 2012
* Deadline for submission early March

Screen

 Initial screening process against basic criteria and Core research
objectives (including alignment with Core Working Groups)

* Performed by the National Centre personnel in consultation with Core
Leaders

Review

* Scientific and clinical merit review along with impact assessment by \
SRC sub-committee lead by SRC Chair (Proposal Review Committee)

* Other members to include 2 clinicians, 2 methods/stats, 2 CAC
members

* Depersonalized proposals will be submitted to committee members
for review

* Recommendations will be made to EMC on proposals to fund. /

N4

Notification

Y

* Notification to all applicants, target date end of April \
* Successful - discuss next steps
* Discussion of expected commitments including timelines,
publications and presentations
* Preparation of study protocol and Informed Consent Form for
submission to Research Ethics Board

* Unsuccessful applicants will be provided with feedback and supportive
services





· The CTN Proposal form must be completed with all relevant information and submitted by the deadline to Michelle Jones (mjones@hivnet.ubc.ca) at the CTN National Centre. The following reference provides information regarding pilot studies and their value in the study development process (Thabane et al. BMC Medical Research Methodology 2010, 10:1).
· Proposals submitted by the deadline will be reviewed by an independent committee and ranked according to the criteria listed below. 
· Successful applicants will be notified of their award and begin preparation of the final study documentation for submission to the review committee. Projects must be initiated within 6 months of award and funds must be disbursed by March 31, 2013. 
· At a minimum, full proposals (protocol, informed consent form, budget + associated study-related documentation) must be submitted for review at the fall CTN Semi-Annual Meetings.

Funds available: Studies will be supported with a cash contribution of up to $50,000 and will be eligible for at least an equal amount of applicable in-kind services from the National Centre. The award is intended to pay for virtually all of the direct costs associated with the study. 

Funds will be disbursed as follows: 10% of awarded funding will be awarded upon receipt at CTN of a signed award acceptance form from the study Principal Investigator (PI). The remaining 90% of awarded funding will be awarded upon proof of study submission to the PI’s Research Ethics Board.

This competition is designed to support new projects, thus applications from existing projects seeking top-up funding will not be accepted.
Investigator Eligibility Criteria:

You are eligible to submit an application if you meet the following:

· You are a junior investigator, defined as having held a faculty appointment for 5 years or less OR currently completing postdoctoral studies. If you, the submitting investigator do not hold a faculty appointment, your supervisor must currently hold a faculty appointment.

· You or your supervisor are a CTN-affiliated investigator or are willing to sign a CTN-affiliation agreement.
· Applications are limited to one per principal investigator per competition

Project Evaluation criteria:

Eligible projects include investigator-initiated clinical trials, interventional studies or basic science research projects. Proposals will be reviewed by a multidisciplinary committee. Applicants are therefore encouraged to explain the proposed research clearly.
The following set of criteria will be used to assess applications:
· Demonstration of clinical/scientific merit
· Potential impact, in terms of
· Patient-related outcomes

· Contributions to new & emerging areas of research interest 
· Feasibility of implementation and execution
· Clarity of objectives

· Likely to achieve the purpose of the program to gather information for larger study
· Potential for initiation within 6 months of receiving funds
· Designed to be achievable solely with funding awarded from the CTN funding program
· Preference will be given to junior investigators
· Preference will be given to interventional studies
Reporting Requirements:

Successful applicants will be required to provide project progress reports during CTN’s semi-annual meetings and will be reviewed by the appropriate Research Core. Upon completion of the study, every attempt should be made to publish results from the funded studies and adhere to CTN’s publication policy.

CTN Study Proposal

Submission deadline: 11:59PM ET, March 9, 2012
Submission should be sent by email to Michelle Jones (mjones@hivnet.ubc.ca) at the CTN National Centre.

Please complete all sections. If relevant, please provide references for significant background literature.
Submitted proposal should not exceed 5 pages, Times New Roman 11 point font.
	Date: 
	

	Project Leader/PI: 


	(Name, affiliation, address)
	Contact Info (Tel, fax, email)

	Project Title: 



	Proposed 

Site Investigators:
	(Name and affiliation)


	Contact Info (email)


	BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


	FEASIBILITY-Describe the rationale for assessing feasibility through a small pilot or proof of concept study and explain how the results from this study will help to inform planning for a larger study.



	STUDY HYPOTHESIS 

	Hypothesis: 



	BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY

	

	1. Objectives



	2. Study design


	3. Participant inclusion/exclusion criteria



	4. Intervention



	5. Main outcome measures

Primary:
Secondary:


	6. Sample size determination

7. Expected results and implications 


	Requested funding for this project[image: image2.png]
Outline of study budget:

Justification of study budget:

* Include sufficient detail to justify each proposed budget item and associated costs. If necessary, attached additional pages for budget justification.



	Target CTN full proposal submission date:

Target study start date: 
Estimated duration of the study:



$
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Funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and sponsored by the University of British Columbia and St Paul’s Hospital (Providence Health Care).

Subventionné par les Instituts de recherche en santé du Canada et commandité par l’Université de la Colombie Britannique et de l’Hôpital Saint Paul (Providence Health Care).

Research for treatments, preventions and a cure              À la recherche de traitements, de prophylaxies, et d’une cure


